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The Senate Intelligence Committee is in-|

vestigating the past financial dealings of CIA |

director William J. Casey. The White House
says the President retains “ful] confindence”
in Mr. Casey, but White House aides indicate
that this “full confidence’” could diminish if
the investigation turns up anything serious or
unpleasant, SRR

Thus. Mr. Casey’s tenure at CIA depends
in-part on whether there is-anything more

than is already  known about his role in the| .

promotion of business stock issues which
broved to be less sound than the advertising
irnplied. . ST o

But even if Mr. Casey ' himsglf* comes
through the Senate committee investigation

unscathed, two questions have emerged-out of
recent events at the CIA which could and per-
haps should weigh more heavily than Mr.

Casey’s financial record. -—. -
The first question is about Mr. Casey’s own
judgment,

He insisted on picking as his députy in
charge of CIA “operations” a personal politi-
cal associate who had no experience in intelli-

gence work, Max Hugel. The selection was
strongly opposed within the professional intel-
ligence community and in the White House
staff. Mr. Casey was allowed to have his way
because he had managed the President’s po-
litical campaign brilliantly and successfully,
It is difficult for any president to say no to his
successful campaign manager, . L

Events since the selection have justitied
the doubts which had been raised. CIA insid-
€rs say that the Hugel perfcirmapce in charge
of the secret and clandestine side of-the CIA
has been a professional disaster. They say his
ignorance of the- Spy business. has alarmed
friendly and allied intelligenee agencies, thus
reducing the normal flow of information to
the resources of other
countries. They say that the professionals un-

der him have been demoralized by his igno-
rance of the business, . . ~ . -
The above has come out in the wake of the
resignation of Mr. Huget, ‘brought by newspa-
ber exposure of questionable business deal-
ings. The White House is claiming credit for
having allowed Mr. Hugel to resign on the!
sixth day after the exposure. Intelligence]
professionals say he should have been fired at

once... -

U 2 e,

_:replaced Mr. Hugel. A question mark is left

- Managers were sent to run the Post Office De-

064
Approved For Release 2007/03/23 : CIA-RDP99-00498R000200020

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MOWITOR
23 July 1981

So Mr. Hugel is gone from,a job for which,
he was obviously not suited. He has been re-
-Stein. Mr. Stein was the person. the pro-
. fessionals in the operations directorate of CIA
. had wanted.in the first place..Morale-is re-
".ported enormously improved since Mr. Stein

hanging ‘over Mr. Casey’s _ability to:select
subordinates.” - Seiedcn A
More importantly; there.is a question left

_been put in charge of the CIA.

s for the CIA

placed by a 48-year-old CIA veteran, John H.|.

-, Historically, American politjggl‘.campéj_gn

partment. The classic. case was James .A.
Farley, 1
incidentally«was an exeellent postmaster gen-
-eral — until he broke with Franklin Delano
Roosevelt gver the third-term issue and re-
tired from government. - ,

There is one argument for putting a politi-
cian in that most sensitive of roles in govern-
ment in Washingtqn. A man with Mr, Casey’s
record as a successful politician has easy ac-
‘cess to the White House. He can take CIA ma-
tg{jal there and get quicker and more careful

one of the greatest of them all, who -

consideration for it than could a professional |
intelligence _ officer  without political
credentials. ’

The purpose of having a Centra] Intelli-!
gence Agency is to provide the president with
the best and most objective information and
appraisal possible for his foreign policy deci-
Sions. Politics will enter into those_decisionsz
at the White House, of course..But there is no !

4

When the Shah of Iran was toppled froh{
throne, the US.lost a monitoring system

Iran’s northern bord

dangerously Us ability to

Seérvance of limits on

of strategic nuclear weapons?. ., .. :
Turner was
from the White House to tell the Congress t}

. Admiral

he had alternate and
Tefused until he was

have just learpeq recently that he gotthe C
over whether a politician should ever have|, e itori

ible professionat. .

Guessing in the intéliigénée commumty i
the wake of the Hugel affair is that the Whig
House will find a more

Casey’s political skill

by its present deputy director, Adm,_ Bobby R

Inman, who has the
he entire j
Washington, -

,Teason for a CIA to exist unless itcancomeupi -

. With sound nonpolitical material — and get it |
tothepresident. . L
- It the man who runs the CIA is himself po-!

litical.and is thinking about what is good fori

the president on the domestic

"the president is not certain to get pure ang
unadulterated intelligence material. His for-|

“eign _policy “decisions may be unduly influ-

.enced by politics. o T §

" Anexperience of Mr. Casey’s predecessor,
Adm. Stansfield Turner, i;,lu_stratg,s}he point.;

political stage! . ...
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put undet.press

just as good sources,
sure it was a- fact. (3

suitable outlet for M
S and let the CIA be ryf

enthusiastic support of




